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Abstract

“Pegida,” which stands for Patriotische Europäer gegen die Islamisierung des Abendlandes [Patriotic
Europeans Against the Islamization of the West] is a far-right extremist, anti-Islam pan-European political
movement. Founded in late 2014 by Dresden PR specialist Lutz Bachmann, its goals are to drastically
curb immigration to Germany. The movement’s popularity surged during the so-called refugee crisis of
2015-2016 and attracted supporters in the eastern part of Germany in particular; Dresden remains its
center. But protests also emerged in the western part of Germany. In January 2015, Pegida supporters
had to cancel their rally in Cologne, where thousands of demonstrators showed solidarity with migrants.
However, thousands of anti-Islamists showed up in the city of Dresden a few days later.
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Source: Photo 1: Pegida Demonstration in Dresden, January 25, 2015. Available from Wikimedia
Commons,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:PEGIDA_Demo_DRESDEN_25_Jan_2015_116227104.jpg
Photo 2: Participants in the Pegida counter-demonstration (nokögida) in Cologne -- the poster reads: Wir
stellen uns quer [We stand crosswise], January 21, 2015. Photo: Raimond Spekking. Available from
Wikimedia Commons,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3AK%C3%B6ln_stellt_sich_quer_–_nokögida_21._Januar_2
015-4289.jpg
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