
Suspension of Conscription (2011)

Abstract

In the summer of 2011, the German parliament suspended general conscription, which had existed since
1956. The Armed Forces Amendment Act introduced voluntary military service of six to 23 months
applying equally to men and women. With the suspension of compulsory military service, civilian service,
the alternative to military service for conscientious objectors, was also phased out. Instead, a federal
volunteer service was introduced. The suspension of compulsory military service only applies in times of
peace and the compulsory military draft can be reactivated in case of (international) tension and war.

Source

Source: Conscripts taking a break during a field exercise in the general basic training with the
Bundeswehr .
Ferdinand-von-Schill barracks in Torgelow. May 19, 2010. Photo: Thomas Koehler, Photothek/Imago.

© Imago/photothek

Recommended Citation: Suspension of Conscription (2011), published in: German History in
Documents and Images,
<https://germanhistorydocs.org/en/a-new-germany-1990-2023/ghdi:image-5262> [May 03, 2024].

https://germanhistorydocs.org/en/a-new-germany-1990-2023/ghdi:image-5262

