
Catastrophic Flooding in Dresden (1890)

Abstract

The waterway otherwise known as Friedrichstraße in Dresden is pictured in this photograph taken during
the catastrophic flooding of the Elbe River in 1890. Because of the city’s Baroque riches and the river that
wound through its central core, Dresden was known as “Florence on the Elbe.” But when such flooding
occurs—it has continued in the twenty-first century—Dresden is perhaps better named “Venice on the
Elbe.” Germans have been struggling for centuries, with mixed success, to straighten rivers, drain
swamps, build artificial harbors, and “tame” the natural environment.

Source

Source: Flood catastrophe in Dresden – the flooded Friedrichstraße. Photograph (1890).
bpk-Bildagentur, image number 20027889. For rights inquiries, please contact Art Resource at
requests@artres.com (North America) or bpk-Bildagentur at kontakt@bpk-bildagentur.de (for all other
countries).
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