
Geographical Distribution of Protestants and Catholics
(1890)

Abstract

This map shows why Catholics in the German Empire [Reich] felt marginalized—figuratively and literally.
Areas where Catholics made up a high proportion of the population included most of Bavaria, the
Rhineland, and the provinces taken from France in 1871 (Alsace, Lorraine). In the east, a more
heterogeneous mix of confessions reflected the interpenetration of ethnic Germans and Poles. Because
Catholics were most prevalent in these “borderlands,” it was all the easier for Bismarck and German
liberals to stigmatize them as “enemies of the Empire" [Reichsfeinde].
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