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“The Predators of the Battlefield” (1866)

Abstract

This illustration based on a drawing of battlefield “predators” [Raubtiere] by Herbert Konig was
published in the popular family journal Die Gartenlaube shortly after the Battle of Kdniggratz (July 3,
1866). It accompanied an article that expressed outrage at the plundering of corpses by the Czech
population in this area of Austria. The facial expressions and features of the plundering locals in contrast
to the “heroically” fallen soldier and the injured Prussian soldier pleading with them are indicative of the
author’s attitude towards the Czech population of this region of the Austrian Empire.

Source

Source: “Die Raubthiere des Schlachtfeldes” [“The Predators of the Battlefiled”], original drawing by
Herbert Konig, Die Gartenlaube (1866), Heft 39, p. 613. Available online
at: https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=14850487

Recommended Citation: “The Predators of the Battlefield” (1866), published in: German History in
Documents and Images,
<https://germanhistorydocs.org/en/forging-an-empire-bismarckian-germany-1866-1890/ghdi:imag
e-5092>[March 10, 2026].
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