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Child Eater (17th Century)

Abstract

The image and accompanying text explain that disobedient children who do not come back inside will be
snatched and eaten by this wicked character called the Child Eater [Kinderfresser]. He has wild, messy
hair, a wide jaw, and large pockets in which to store the children he captures. He takes them home, rips
them up, and eats them. At the end of the text the mother warns: “So if you do not want to be quiet right
now, | will give you to him. Therefore be silent and still, come in the house, so that he will not find you
crying outside.”
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Source: “Der Kinderfresser” (The child eater), woodcut by Lorentz Schultes. Original: Staatlichen Galerie
Moritzburg (Halle). Available online at Wikimedia Commons,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kinderfresser_1.jpg

Recommended Citation: Child Eater (17th Century), published in: German History in Documents and
Images,
<https://germanhistorydocs.org/en/from-the-reformations-to-the-thirty-years-war-1500-1648/ghdi:
image-3267> [April 03, 2025].
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