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Abstract

Hans Heinrich Glaser (1585-1673) was a Basel artist and engraver and an important chronicler of
seventeenth-century life in Europe, in general, and Basel, in particular.  His work covered themes as
diverse as religion, politics, everyday life, and the Thirty Years’ War. This 1629 etching reflects the
devastation of the plague in Basel that same year, a particularly difficult year in a period of one of the last
intensive plagues for the region. Glaser himself had lost his father, sister and brother-in-law to the plague
that year, and this etching highlights both  the human agony of plague and the incorporation of themes
of divine punishment in its arrival. 
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