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Martin Luther as an Augustinian Friar (1520)

Abstract

This is a very early portrait of Martin Luther as an Augustinian friar with tonsure and habit. Like many of
the Luther images in circulation at the time, this woodcut is based on a portrait by Lucas Cranach the
Elder. It appeared on the title page of Babylonian Captivity of the Church, one of Luther’s three great
pamphlets of 1520.

Source

Numina cceleftem nobis peperere Lutherum,
Noftra diu maius faccla viderenihil.

Quem fi Pontificum crudelis deprimiterrors.
Non feretiratos impiatenaDeasa

Source: Workshop of Lucas Cranach, Martin Luther as an Augustine Friar, woodcut, 1520. From Martin
Luther, De captivitate Babylonica ecclesiae praeludium, Strasbourg, 1520. Herzog August Bibliothek
Wolfenbiittel.
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