
Michael Praetorius, La Bourée (1612)

Abstract

Michael Praetorius (c. 1571-1621) was born in Thuringia and learned to play the organ as a child. He
studied theology in Frankfurt/Oder but never completed his degree. In 1594 he became court organist in
the Duchy of Brunswick-Wolfenbüttel, and in 1604 Duke Heinrich Julius promoted him to music director.
He soon began to publish his own compositions, including this dance from his 1612 collection of mostly
French dances titled Terpsichore (named after the Greek muse of dance).

Source

Source: Heinrich Praetorius, "La Bourée," from Terpsichore. Musarum Aoniarum, Wolfenbüttel, 1612.
Recording: The Mediaeval Sound. David Munrow introduces early woodwind instruments. Oryx / Peerless
(EXP 46 / EXP46), 1970. Internet Archive
https://archive.org/details/lp_the-mediaeval-sound_david-munrow/disc1/02.13.+Suite+Of+Renaissance
+Dances:+La+Bouree+(From+"Terpsichore").mp3

Internet Archive

Recommended Citation: Michael Praetorius, La Bourée (1612), published in: German History in
Documents and Images,
<https://germanhistorydocs.org/en/from-the-reformations-to-the-thirty-years-war-1500-1648/ghdi:
audio-5058> [April 03, 2025].
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