
The Princely Fuggerei in Augsburg (undated)

Abstract

In 1521, the wealthy merchant-banker Jakob Fugger endowed a housing complex for needy citizens of
Augsburg, thus founding the world’s first social housing project. It was built according to the plans of
architect Thomas Krebs and – like a small city within a city – had its own church and was surrounded by a
wall. The rent was one gulden per year and three prayers per day for the benefactor and his family.
Known as the “Fuggerei,” the complex was severely damaged in various wars throughout the centuries. It
was rebuilt after the Second World War and continues to be inhabited to this day.

Source

Source: The princely Fuggerei in Augsburg, built in 1519. drawing, n.d.
bpk-Bildagentur, image number 10011984. For rights inquiries, please contact Art Resource at
requests@artres.com (North America) or bpk-Bildagentur at kontakt@bpk-bildagentur.de (for all other
countries).
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