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Abstract

In 1652, four doctors founded the German Academy of Natural Sciences (Academia Naturae Curiosorum)
in the Bavarian town of Schweinfurt; it is the oldest scholarly society for the study of the natural world. In
1677, it was officially recognized by Emperor Leopold I (1640–1705), who formally declared it an
Imperial Academy ten years later, thereby granting it certain privileges, e.g., freedom from censorship
and certain copyright protections that prevented others from reproducing its publications. In 1742, the
society was renamed the Imperial Leopoldinian-Carolinian Academy of Natural Sciences, the official
designation from which its nickname, Leopoldina, derives. During the nineteenth century, as the
sciences advanced, the academy gained considerable status. Up to 1878, the academy relocated
whenever a new president was chosen, moving to his place of residence; since then, however, it has been
permanently located in Halle (Saale). The drawing below shows academy members gathered at a
conference in Jena: (from left to right) J. G. Fr. Will, E. Reichardt, K. Fr. Ph. von Martis, J. G. Ch. Lehmann,
D. G. von Kieser, Ed. Frenzl, K. H. Schultz, A. H. Braun, and B. Seemann. Drawing by unknown artist, 1859.
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