
Eastern Front: German Tank Stuck in the Snow
(December 1941)

Abstract

Prior to the invasion of the Soviet Union, Hitler’s army had won a number of quick military victories. The
campaign in the East, however, was a disaster for the Wehrmacht and proved to be a turning point in the
war. Strategic mistakes, inadequate supplies for troops, and insufficient equipment all contributed to
the German defeat on the Eastern Front. In many areas, German military equipment was not suited to
the Soviet Union’s climate and ground conditions, especially in the winter months. This image shows a
German type IV tank (in snow camouflage) stuck in the snow. While soldiers attempt to free the tank with
shovels and pickaxes, a war correspondent (far right) captures photographs the scene.
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