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Abstract

At Auschwitz, the Nazi regime achieved many of its main goals on a large scale: it isolated political
opponents, systematically murdered enemies of the race, and exploited members of these groups for the
regime’s economic benefit. Some forced laborers were used within the camp and in the SS’s own firms
and projects, others were “lent” to private enterprises. Tens of thousands of prisoners were thus
deliberately worked to death. The motto over the gate to the main camp read “Work sets you free”
[Arbeit macht frei].
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Source: Female prisoners doing forced labor in a gravel pit at Auschwitz. Unknown photographer.
bpk-Bildagentur, image number 30012705. For rights inquiries, please contact Art Resource at
requests@artres.com (North America) or bpk-Bildagentur at kontakt@bpk-bildagentur.de (for all other
countries).
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