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Abstract

After 1919, the Saarland and its approximately 800,000 inhabitants came under French control under a
League of Nations mandate. The Versailles Treaty stipulated that a popular referendum was to be held
fifteen years later to determine the region's future. The Nazi propaganda machine ran at full tilt in the
lead up to the referendum, which was scheduled for January 13, 1935. The regime organized countless
rallies and mass events to convince voters of the absolute necessity of erasing the "shame of Versailles"
and bringing the Saarland "home to the Reich." Over 90 percent of eligible voters approved the
annexation of the Saarland to the German Reich, and on March 1, 1935, it was officially incorporated into
the nation as the Saarland District. For Hitler, the Saar vote was a great source of prestige and proof of
the power and popularity of the Nazi regime.
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Source: Large rally of the National Socialists in the run-up to the vote on the future of the Saar region on
January 13, 1935. Unknown photographer.
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