
New Year’s Eve Celebration beneath a Swastika (1938)

Abstract

The National Socialist claim to power was based not least on the everyday and family lives of ordinary
members of the German population. Gestures and rituals such as the “Hitler salute,” symbols and signs
such as swastika flags, and mass events and organized leisure activities were supposed to eliminate the
traditional separation between public and private life, and the individual was to be entirely absorbed
into the National Socialist national community. This photograph shows a New Year’s Eve celebration in a
private living room where the swastika enjoys pride of place. A profile portrait of Hitler (which is difficult
to make out in this reproduction) hangs directly underneath it.

Source

Source: New Year’s Eve celebration between Führer portrait and wedding picture. Unknown
photographer.
bpk-Bildagentur, image number 30005380. For rights inquiries, please contact Art Resource at
requests@artres.com (North America) or bpk-Bildagentur at kontakt@bpk-bildagentur.de (for all other
countries).
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