
Reich President Paul von Hindenburg Delivers His Very
First May Day Address, Berlin (May 1, 1933)

Abstract

To gain the support of German workers, the Hitler regime declared May 1st “National Labor Day” and
made it a paid legal holiday. May Day 1933 was celebrated with massive parades and rallies throughout
the country. The festivities were held under the aegis of the swastika and attracted almost complete
participation by labor union organizations. In the background, however, the Nazis were actively
preparing to smash the labor unions in the coming days.

Source

Source: Palace terrace: Reich President Paul von Hindenburg delivers his first May Day address.
Berlin, May 1, 1933. Unknown photographer.
bpk-Bildagentur, image number 30016899. For rights inquiries, please contact Art Resource at
requests@artres.com (North America) or bpk-Bildagentur at kontakt@bpk-bildagentur.de (for all other
countries).
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