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Abstract

Veit Harlan, the director of the 1957 film Anders als du und ich [Different from You and Me], was a
controversial figure in Germany. During the Nazi regime, he had directed antisemitic propaganda films,
most infamously Jud Siiss. After the war, Harlan was charged with aiding the Nazis, but argued that Nazis
controlled his work, and he could not be held personally responsible for the work he produced under the
regime Harlan was eventually tried for crimes against humanity for directing Jud Siiss but was acquitted.
This review of Anders als du und ich in the East German daily Berliner Zeitung focuses less on the film,
which was not shown in the GDR, and instead condemns West Germany for allowing Veit Harlan to
continue to work, especially in the film industry. The article is one of many examples of East Germany’s
press painting West Germany as a fascist regime that allowed Nazis to stay in positions of power not only
in government, but also in the realm of culture, after the war had ended.

Source

The Disgrace

A new piece of trash by Veit Harlan has just opened in West Berlin. The film bears the telling title
“Different from You and Me” and is about those—what a world-shaking problem for the present
day—who are different from others, popularly known simply as “175ers.” To be sure—as the newspaper
Die Welt has already noted—Harlan has never been known in his career thus far for his good taste or tact,
but there is a good deal more behind this new opus.

The script was written by Mr. Felix Litzkendorf. As a Nazi author, like Harlan he “distinguished” himself
during the twelve years of brown rule. It is thus hardly surprising that the evil seducer of decent German
boys in the new film is a rather murky figure of foreign origin with the first name Boris. Race-baiting thus
rears its ugly head, albeit in veiled form.

This is all the more awful since Harlan’s filthy film is being screened in West Berlin during the very days
when memories of the Night of Broken Glass are emerging. On November 10, 1938 Jewish citizens in
Germany were spat upon, insulted and maltreated by jeering Nazi hordes, their homes defiled, their
businesses demolished, their houses of worship set aflame. And as the author of the film Jew Siiss, Mr.
Harlan contributed to these excesses.

All of this must inspire any decent person in Berlin to protest, it must admonish us to vigilance. It is
typical on the one hand and deeply disgraceful on the other that such a provocation can occur nowadays
in the front-line city.

Source of original German text: “Die Schande®, Berliner Zeitung, no. 265, November 12, 1957, p. 3.
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