
Inauguration of Konrad Adenauer as the first Chancellor
of the Federal Republic of Germany (September 15, 1949)

Abstract

Contrary to predictions that had favored the SPD, the CDU/CSU under the leadership of Konrad Adenauer
emerged victorious in the first Bundestag elections on August 14, 1949. Adenauer thereupon formed a
coalition with the FDP and the German Party (DP). On September 15, 1949, the Bundestag elected him as
the first chancellor of the Federal Republic. That same day, Bundestag president Erich Köhler (right)
swore him in on the constitution.

Source

Source: Bundestag President Erich Köhler (right) swears in the first Chancellor of the Federal Republic,
Konrad Adenauer, to the Constitution. Unknown photographer.
bpk-Bildagentur, image number 30014479. For rights inquiries, please contact Art Resource at
requests@artres.com (North America) or bpk-Bildagentur at kontakt@bpk-bildagentur.de (for all other
countries).
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