
The Merger of the Eastern SPD and the KPD: “Unity”
(1946)

Abstract

Immediately after the end of the war in 1945, the German Communist Party [Kommunistische Partei
Deutschlands or KPD], acting on Stalin’s instructions, rejected social-democratic efforts to unite the two
workers’ parties. But from the fall of that year on, the KPD, fearful of electoral defeat in the face of the
SPD’s renewed organizational strength, changed its strategy and forced the fusion of the KPD and the
Eastern SPD under massive pressure from Soviet occupiers. The merger was sealed at the Unification
Party Congress, April 21-22, 1946. This poster for the 1946 merger features the slogan “Unity.”

Source

Source: “Unity” – poster for the merger of KPD and SPD. Unknown photographer.
bpk-Bildagentur, image number 00005504. For rights inquiries, please contact Art Resource at
requests@artres.com (North America) or bpk-Bildagentur at kontakt@bpk-bildagentur.de (for all other
countries).
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