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Broadside Depicting the Destruction of Heidelberg (1689)
under the Leadership of French General Mélac

Abstract

The War of the League of Augsburg (or Palatinate War) was one of Louis XIV's numerous conflicts with the
Holy Roman Empire. It lasted from 1688 to 1697 and saw the Palatinate laid waste by French invaders.
One of the most dramatic acts of destruction occurred in 1689, when French troops under the leadership
of General Ezéchiel Mélac burned most of the city of Heidelberg. The fire engulfed the castle, whose ruins
can still be seen today. This illustration was published in a broadside produced as part of a propaganda
effort to denounce the French king’s expansionism and his ruthless “scorched earth” policy.

Source

Source: Wood engraving by an unknown artist, undated. Germanisches Nationalmuseum Nirnberg
bpk-Bildagentur, image number 30012296. For rights inquiries, please contact Art Resource at
requests@artres.com (North America) or bpk-Bildagentur at kontakt@bpk-bildagentur.de (for all other
countries).
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