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Defortification of German Cities, 1689-1866

Abstract

Defensive structures were a feature of urban areas in German-speaking Europe. Systems of walls,
fortresses, moats and other defensive structures shaped urban life for centuries. The walled fortresses
had the function of containing military force. They limited the population centers to an urban core within
the fortifications and restricted the space in which housing, trade and other activities could take place.
However, this map shows the process of "defortification", i.e. the removal of these walls and defenses
and the transformation of military into urban spaces. Note the rapid acceleration of defortification after
17809.

Source
N Defortification in Central Europe,
w@ﬁ 1750-1810
: 5 BALTIC SEA
NORTH
SEA

Stralsund " Elbing, 1772
1808 N _F
. £y
P Liibeck, 1804 “:
s Hamburg, 1804
Bremen, 1802
" Berlin, 1734 Vistura
anover,
Braunschweig,
17063 1802
Weser &z
® Minster, 1764 a Eibe
Halberstadt, 1752
A5 °
®Kassel, 1764
Dusseldorf, 1801 Leipzig, 1763 Dresden, 1809 Breslau, 1807
.
Aachen, 1793 @ Chemnitz, 1810
Frankfurt a.M., 1804
eHanau, 1806 ‘
®Bayreuth, 1750
.
Wiirzburg, 1804
Regensburg, 1809
Stuttgart, 1806
e Danube.

Ulm, 1800 Linz, 1800 Year Defortification Started
@ Munich, 1791 ® 17501775 @ 1790-1810
Population

Rhine - ® 10,000 -20,000
® 20,001 -50,000
@ 50,001-100,000

0 100 200 mi . > 100,000
L 11 |
.
0 150 300km D Holy Roman Empire c. 1800

Source: Cartography (WCAG-compliant) by Gabriel Moss, 2022, in collaboration with Jason Coy and Jared
Poley. Based on: Yair Mintzker, The Defortification of the German City, 1689-1866 (Cambridge, 2012), pp
93-6.
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