
Maria Theresia of Austria as a Widow (1772)

Abstract

This portrait of Maria Theresia (1717-1780), painted in 1772 by Anton von Maron, shows her mourning the
death of her husband, Francis I. She is gesturing at the Imperial crown as well as those of Bohemia and
Hungary. The portrait was completed the same year as the first Partition of Poland (1772), which divided
territories under Maria Theresia’s control among Catherine I (the Great) of Russia and Frederick II (the
Great) of Prussia. Two additional partitions in 1793 and 1795 completed the annexation of the territory
by Russia and Prussia.

Source

Source: Anton von Maron, Maria Theresia of Austria, oil on Canvas, 1772. Châteaux de Versailles et de
Trianon. Photo: Franck Raux.
https://art.rmngp.fr/en/library/artworks/marie-therese-de-habsbourg-1717-1780-imperatrice-d-autriche
_huile-sur-toile
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