
Brown Coal Strip Mining in Saxony (1986)

Abstract

As the GDR’s main source of energy, brown coal was of paramount importance until the state’s very last
days. The GDR’s dependence on brown coal began when the Soviet Union cut deliveries of oil at the end
of the seventies and then gradually raised prices. The exploitation of seams of brown coal through strip
mining wrought massive changes on the landscape in mining regions: entire villages disappeared, and
rivers and railway lines were redirected. Here, one sees the aftereffects of strip mining: the lunar
landscape left behind in Eythra, near Leipzig, in the state of Saxony (April 1986).

Source

Source: Destruction of landscape and village by brown coal strip mining in Eythra (Saxony), April
1986. Image 4 of 4. Photo: Volker Döring.
bpk-Bildagentur, image number 30008402. For rights inquiries, please contact Art Resource at
requests@artres.com (North America) or bpk-Bildagentur at kontakt@bpk-bildagentur.de (for all other
countries).
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