
The GDR Celebrates “Karl Marx Year” (1983)

Abstract

The 100th anniversary of Karl Marx’s death was celebrated across the GDR with banners such as this one,
which reads “Under the Leadership of the SED, Forward to New Successes during Karl Marx Year, 1983!”
This photograph by Uwe Gerig, which shows two elderly women on a bench underneath such a banner,
was an ironic commentary on the disconnect between people’s daily lives and the ideological aspirations
and indoctrination efforts of the party. Uwe Gerig was a freelance photojournalist who worked primarily
in the southern districts of the GDR and managed to flee to West Germany in 1983.

Source

Source: Date: 1983. Location: Thuringia. Photo: Uwe Gerig.
bpk-Bildagentur, image number 70165116. For rights inquiries, please contact Art Resource at
requests@artres.com (North America) or bpk-Bildagentur at kontakt@bpk-bildagentur.de (for all other
countries).
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