
Willy Brandt with His Successor, Helmut Schmidt (May 16,
1974)

Abstract

In April 1974, Günter Guillaume, an aide in the Chancellor’s Office, was exposed as an East German spy.
Willy Brandt resigned as federal chancellor on May 6. The decision was prompted by his alleged
vulnerability to blackmail in the wake of the affair, but also by his general weariness after a long term in
office. The energetic and competent Federal Minister of Finance Helmut Schmidt succeeded him as
chancellor. In this photo, Brandt (right) congratulates his successor, who had just been elected by the
Bundestag.

Source

Source: Willy Brandt (right) congratulates his successor, Helmut Schmidt, who has just been elected by
the Bundestag. May 16, 1974. Photo: Kurt Rohwedder.
bpk-Bildagentur, image number 30008384. For rights inquiries, please contact Art Resource at
requests@artres.com (North America) or bpk-Bildagentur at kontakt@bpk-bildagentur.de (for all other
countries).
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