
Changing Shifts in Neuenkirchen (on the Saar River)
(1899)

Abstract

This 1899 woodcut by Emil Limmer (1854-1931) shows workers at various modern factories in
Neuenkirchen (on the Saar River) during a shift change. Industrial employment increased rapidly after
1850, so much so that by the turn of the century, Germany had become a dynamic industrial society with
large urban centers. With the introduction of mechanical production in factories, shift-work became part
of life for workers. In order to maximize productive capacity and to make investments in expensive
machinery profitable, the factory workday was organized into two or three shifts, allowing facilities to
operate around the clock.

Source

Source: Ernst Limmer, Eine Straße in den Stumm'schen Werken in Neunkirchen/Saar bei Schichtwechsel,
colored woodcut, 1899.
bpk-Bildagentur, image number 00008025. For rights inquiries, please contact Art Resource at
requests@artres.com (North America) or bpk-Bildagentur at kontakt@bpk-bildagentur.de (for all other
countries).
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