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Young German Infantrymen March Singing into the Battle
of Langemarck on November 10, 1914 (Undated Painting)

Abstract

After numerous losses in the Battle of the Marne and the collapse of the Schlieffen Plan in September
1914, the "race to the sea“ began. Over the course of this race, the Fourth German Army advanced in the
direction of Ypres, where an unsuccessful assault took place at the beginning of November 1914. On
November 10, 1914, thousands of soldiers lost their lives in the Battle of Langemarck (actually fought in
Bixschote). Nonetheless, the Supreme Army Command still saw fit to use the battle for propaganda
purposes, announcing that the young soldiers had gone into battle with the German anthem on their lips
and had captured the front line of the enemy positions. The so-called Langemarck Myth was thereby
created and became fixed in cultural memory. Langemarck became a rallying point for middle-class,
nationalist youth and a catch phrase for the political right. It became the inspiration for commemorative
celebrations, youth organizations, schools, and National Socialist study programs. This image
reproduces and undated painting by Fritz Grotemeyer and was published in an illustrated book about
the First World War published in 1919.

Source

RAus den Kampfen am Yjerkanal: Junge deuffhe Regimenfer geben unfer dem Sefang des Liedes , Dentfchland, Dentfehland iiber alles” 3um Angriff vor
(Cangemardk, 10. Wovember 1914). Nadh einem Gemdlde von Fr. Grotemener.

Source: Reproduction of a painting by Fritz Grotemeyer, in Der Krieg 1914-19 in Wort und Bild, Berlin /
Leipzig / Wien / Stuttgart: Deutsches Verlagshaus Bong, 1919.
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